By the King. 


A Proclamation for the preſeruation of Grounds for making of 


Salt-Peeter, and to reſtore ſuch Grounds which now are deſtroyed, and to 
command aſſiſtance to be giuen to his Maicſtics Salt- Peeter- makers. 


l Hereas the making of Salt- Peeter and Gunne- powder within Our 


5 | Kealmes and Dominions is a great benefit, ſtrength, ſafety and defence 
to Us and Our Subtects in generall, in that it effecteth and aſſureth a 
certaine pꝛouiſion thereof to be had foꝛ the furniſhing of Dur ſtozes at 
all times, and from time to time with ſuch needfull pꝛouiſions, as in time 
Jof neceſſitie. being to be had from foꝛraine parts, are not to be obtained but 
5 at the pleaſure of other Pzinces, at vnrealonable rates and pzices, and the 
| ſame being fo obtained, may happen to be intercepted, 02 by contrary 
D 4 . winds hindered, oꝛ vtterly loſt by ſhipwꝛacke, oz ſuch like Calualties on 
r A the Seas; And if no ſuch hazard were, yet the lame is not to be had but 
| foꝛ ready mony to be tranſpoꝛted and paid foꝛ the ſame, wherby the Trea- 
ſureof Our Realmes would be much diminiſhed, and other foꝛreine Nealme thereby enriched : And 
ſceing there is within Our own Realmes great plentie of the Mine of Salt-Peeter(if it be pꝛeſerued, 
ct not luffered tobe deſtroyed)the benefit whereofis not meet to be loſt, noꝛ the imployment of many of 
Our louing Dubtects thereabouts to bee neglected, (Which great bleſſing of God vnto this King: 
dome, in giuing it meanes foꝛ the defence thereof, within it ſelke, can neuer be truely valued but by the 
want thereof) Wee heretofoꝛe, and at this time, haue tommitted the care of this buſineſſe to perſons 
of Honour and eſpetiall truſt, to the end Our Kingdomes might not be vufurmſhed with that pꝛoui⸗ 
ſion⸗ which lo much concernes the ſtrength, ſafety, and defence thereof, and of Us, and all Dur Sub⸗ 
tects in generall; neither on the other ſide Our Subiects might be wꝛonged by the Dalt-Peter mas 
kers, who haue authoꝛity to make the lame. Yet We are credibly giuen to vnderſtand, that this great 
bleſſing of God vnto this Aingdome is abuſed, & like to be vtter ly loſt, by the euill dealings of many 
ill diſpoſed perſons (who reſpecting moꝛetheir own then the publike good) and hauing Douchouſes 
foꝛ bꝛeeding of Pigeons, being in ſome meaſure a grieuante and an inconuenience , and an offence to 
Our Subiects in generall, in deſtroping their Cozne, and other Graine, much moze then the pꝛolit 
which it any way bzingeth, either to the publike, oz owners thereof, might therefoze well, without 
grudging, be contented to affooꝛd the dung thereof foz the increaſing of ſo neteſſary a pꝛouiſion, as 
concernes both the ſafety of themſelues, and of the whole Kingdome ; yet being not ſenſible of the 
great danger andinconuenience that the wantofcheſe pꝛouiſions may bzing vpon the Kingdome in 
generall, and themſelues in particular, doe take liberty vnto themlelues daily to vſe, and pzactiſe ma⸗ 
ny wayes and deuites purpoſely to ſpoile, kill, and vtterly to deſtroy the Mines of Salt⸗Peeter, and 
the growth andincreaſe thereof, aſwell in ſuch Donchoules and Douecoats, as in Cellars, ſtables, 
and other places in their poſſeſſions and occupations (wherein the ſame Mines are naturally apt to 
bꝛeed and increaſe, and which are allowed to be wꝛought and vſed foꝛ Our ſeruice) by carrying out 
of ſuch places the ground oꝛ earth that is naturally good foꝛ that ſeruite, ⁊ laying the ſame vpon their 
land, and by pitching, pauing and laying of ſuch places with Bzickes, Stones, Planckes, Boardes, 
Lime, Sand 02 Grauell, by which meanes a great part ofthe beſt and moſt ſufficient grounds, which 
heretofoꝛe haue beene good, and wꝛought foꝛ Pur lerutice, are now ſpoiled and deſtroyed, and the 
like pꝛactiles are daily vſed vpon thole grounds that yet remaine good, although the ſame hath been 
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foꝛbidden by Our expꝛeſſe Commandement iu our Commiſſion granted foꝛ that ſernice from time to 
time, foꝛ the ſpace of theſe Tenne pceres, vpon paine of Contempt in that behalte. Notwithſtanding 
which Dur Nopall Commandement therein, the pzactiſe is ſtill continued (as wee haue beene terti⸗ 
fied, alwell by ſome of the Loꝛds and others of Our Pꝛiuie Counceli, to whom Wee tommitted the 
care of this lo impoꝛtant and weightie a buſineſſe, as allo by the Commiſſtoners ok Our Name, to 
whom the lame was referred) to the contempt of Our Royall Authozitie, and the vtter deſtruction 
of Our laid ſeruice; Inlomuch that if ſome great care aud ſpeedie courſe bee not taken to reſtraine 
luch doings, and to pꝛelerue the Mine and grounds foꝛ Salt-peeter that pet remaine good, and to re- 
ſtoze ſuch (as haue fozmerlp beene deſtroyed) to their perfection , this Kingdome of England, 
which hath hitherto beene pꝛouided fo2 within itſelfe , and hath beene able to furniſh other our 
Realmes and Domintons of pꝛouiſion foꝛ Dalt-peeter in time of need) muſt in very ſhozt time bee 
dꝛiuen to bee beholding to foꝛreine parts foꝛ the ſame pꝛouiſion foꝛ the defence of Our Realmes. 

Wee therefkoze,accozding to Our accuſtomed care, tauing into Our Pꝛintelie conſideration this ſo 
weightie and impoꝛtant a buſineſſe of State, Our care being alwapes to watch ouer the weale of 
Dur Subiects, are reſolued to meete with and pꝛeuent theſe ſo eminent and perillouseno2mittes fo2 
the time to come; And koꝛ redꝛelle thereof, doe heereby ſignifie Our pleaſure to all Our louing 
Subiects and others: And therefoze doe by this Dur Pꝛoclaniatton ſtraitly Charge and Com- 
maund. That no perlon oꝛ perſons Whatloeuer, of what degree oꝛ qualitie ſoeuer, within Our 
Kingdome of England, and dominion of Wales, doe at any time oꝛ times heereafter, paue, oz lap with 
Wicke Stone, Plancke boardes, Lime, Sand, Grauell, oꝛother thing whatlocuer, that ſhall oꝛmay 
any wap hurt, hinder, 02 p2ctudice the growth and intreaſe of the Mine of Salt-pecter , any Done- 
houſe oz Douetoat.oꝛ any Warehoule oz Duthoules allowed by Our Commiſſion to be wꝛought fo? 
Our ſeruice, oꝛ any Cellar 02 Uanlt (excepting only in that part of the Ecllar oz Uault where 
the Beere lieth) and ercepting luch Cellars and Uaults onely, wherein Noblemen and Gen⸗ 
tlemen doe lay oꝛ dꝛaw their Wine, Beere 02 Sider foꝛ the pꝛouiſion of their Houſehold : And 
that no Stables bee paued, pitched oꝛ grauelled, where the Hoꝛſe feete vle to ſtand, but plancked 
onely, and neither Grauell, Stones, noz pitch bee deccitfully (as heeretofoꝛe Hath beene vſed) 
laid vnder the planckes, noꝛ befoze the planckes next the Manger, purpoſelte to deſtroy the 
growthok the Peeter, and to keepe the Peter-men from working, but onelp good earth, and 

ſuch as is fit and apt to bꝛeed and intreale the Mines of Peeter : And that no Inkeepers, oz others 
that keepe Stables foꝛ Trauellers and paſſengers, doe ble any deceitfull meanes oꝛ denices, wherby 
to hinder oꝛ deſtroy the growth of Salt peeter in thoſe Stables, which are the pꝛintipall places to bee 
kept foꝛ cheriſhing of that Mine, vpon ſuch paines and penalties, as by the Lawes and Statutes of 
this Our Realme,o2 by the ſeueritie oz Cenſure ot Our Court of Starrechamber map be inflicted vp⸗ 
on the offendozs, fo2 contempt of this Our Royall Command. And whereas Wee are certified, 
That manp of the afoꝛenamed places haue heeretofoꝛe had the Earth, that was naturally good fo? 
Our ſeruite, caried out by the owners thereok, and laid vpon the Land,purpoſely to deſtroy the Mine 
of Saltpeeter and in the lame plates haue beene layd Sand, Grauell, Lime, Stone, Bꝛickes, boards, 
plankes and other things, which haue not onely diſabled thoſe places foꝛ being fit foꝛ Our leruice, as 
otherwiſe they would haue beene but doe alſo keepe ſuch places from euer being good, oꝛ peelding any 
Salt. peeter, ſo long as they bee ſo kept and continued : Mee doe therekoꝛe Heereby ſtraitly charge and 
command, vpon the paines and penalties afozeſaid, That all, and eucry perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoe⸗ 
uer, of what eſtate oꝛ degree ſoeuer, that haue in their poſſeſſions oꝛ occupations any Douchoule oz 
Douecoat,that heeretofoꝛe hath beene, oꝛ now is laid with Bzicke, Stone, Sand oz Grauell, Lime, 
Plancks oꝛ other things whatſoeuer, to hurt oꝛ hinder the growth and increaſe ofthe Mine ok Salt- 
peeter in any of the places afoꝛeſaid, That they, and euery of them being the owner, oz pzclent pol⸗ 
leſſour oꝛ occupier of any ſuch Douehoule oꝛ Donecoat, ſo heeretofoꝛe, oꝛ at this pꝛeſent pitched, pa⸗ 
ued oꝛ laid with Bzicks, Stones, Lime, Sand, Grauell, Woards, plancks, oꝛ other thing whatſocuer, 
that doth oz may hurt, hinder oz pꝛeiudite the growth oz increaſe of Salt: peter. doe within thꝛee Mo⸗ 
neths after the date heercof,at his oꝛ their owne pꝛoper coſts and charges, take vp and tarrie out of e- 
uerie ſuch place oꝛ plates, all ſuch Bꝛicks, Sand, Stones, Grauell, Lime, Plancks, Boards oz other 
things whatloeuer, that ſhall ſtand, oꝛlie in any ſuch place oz plates, being hurtfull oz hindering to the 
growth and intreale of the Mine of Salt: peter; And that they and euerie of them being the owner 
o2 pꝛeſent octupier oꝛ poſſeſſoꝛ of euery ſuch plate, doe within the time befoze limitted, lay againe in⸗ 
to euery ſuch place oz plates. out of which any ground, Bꝛicke, Stone, Time, Sand, Grauell plancks 
oꝛ boards is taken vp oꝛ taried out. as is befoꝛe mentioned, ſo much of the richeſt, melloweſt, and beſt 
mould of earth oꝛ hozſc-dung, being rotten and dzte, as ſhall lenell and fill vp the flooꝛe of euery ſuch 
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Douehoule oz Douetoate, th:ce foote deepe at the leaſt, tothe end that all ſuch plates may beetht 
ſooner readie to furniſh Our ſtoꝛe with the greater pꝛopoꝛtion and better Saltpeeter. 

And ik any perſon, oꝛ perſons, of what degree oꝛ condition ſoeuer, ſhall, atter the publiſhing of 
this Our will and pleaſure, pꝛeſume to carry, oz ſuffer to be carried out of any Douchouſe, Done- 
coat, Cellar, oꝛ Uault, any ground oꝛ earth, that is good foꝛ this Our ſeruice, oz ſhall lay, oz ſuffer 
to be laid into any ſuch place, any Bꝛicke, Stones, Sand, Graueil, Lime Planckes, Boards oz other 
things, that ſhall oz may hurt oꝛ hinder the growth of Saltpecter, oz doe keepe, oꝛ ſuffer to bee 
kept, contrary to the intent aboue mentioned, in any of thtir poſſeſſions, oꝛ occupations, any ſuch 
place, oꝛ places, that heretofoze haue beenc, oꝛ now are laid with. Bzicke, Stone, Lime, Sand, 
Granell, Planckes, Boards, oz other things hurcfull, oꝛ hindering to the growth and increaſe of 
Saltpeeter, and doe neglect o2 delay, to caſt out the ſame out of cuery ſuch place, oz places, and to 
fill againe and leuell, euerp ſuch place thꝛee foot deepe, at the leaſt, with ſuch materialls as is befoze 
commanded, within the time limited; That then ſuch paines and penalties, as afozeſatd, ſhall bee 
inflicted vpon the offendours, foꝛ contempt of this Hur Boyall command. 

And Wee doe further will and Command, vpon the paincs and penaltics afoꝛeſaid, that from 
hentefoꝛth, no Saltpeeter makers, o2 their ſeruants, that Gall digany place, oꝛ places, allowed by 
Our Commuſſton foꝛ the making of Saltpeeter, doe leaue the earth vntaſt in, in thoſe places where 
they (hall woꝛke, but doc thꝛow all fuch carth inthe place againe, and then ſpꝛead, and lay the ſanic 
in oꝛderly ſoꝛt, foꝛ the better increaſe and growth of Saltpecter (accoꝛding as is pꝛouided in cur 
laid Commiſſion, and in the couenants by them ſealed) and that no owners of the ſaid grounds 
chall interrupt, oz hinder chem in {cir fo doing. 

And moꝛeouer, Our will and pleaſure is, and Wee doe Hereby, nine full power, libertie, and au- 
thontie, uvnto our Saltpeeter-makers and cuery of then within the leuerall dunſions, where they. 
02 anp of them, (hail be latvfully authoztzed to Woztic fo2 our ſeruice, that it ſhall, and may bee law⸗ 
full, foz them, and euerp of them, at all tunes in the dap time, with the Conſtable of the Towne, 

Paxiſh, oz place, to goe into the lands, Houſes, and poſſeſſions of any Our louing Subiects, te 
learch and lee, how Our Commandement ts obeped and fulfilled, and the grounds made fit fo: Our 
ruice, without any let, contradittion, oꝛ interruption of any of Our Subiects. 

And whereas wee are inkoꝛmed. that ſome ok Our Dubiccts of eminentte, place, and anthozttie 
(to the ill example of others) doe dente Pur Saltpceter makers the grounds allowed vnto them, 
to bee wꝛought foꝛ Our ſeruite, by Our Commiſſion, and are very backeward, and ſlow ein giuing 
bnto Our Saltpeeter makers, ſuch aſſiſtance foꝛ taking ſuch oꝛder, with ſuch as dente the grounds, 
and cariages as by our Comnuſſion ts commanded ; By which conniuence , Our authozitte 1s 
growneto bee contemned, and Dur Saltpeeter-makers ſuſtaine ſuch great loſſe, andhindzance en 
doing of Our lernice, that they are vtterly diſcouraged, and diſabled in doing, o2 perfoꝛming the 
leruice required of them: Theſe arc thercfoze ſtraitly to charge and command all Our louing 
Subiects (vpon the paines and penalties afoꝛeſaid) that they and euery of them, doc from time to 
time quictly permit, and ſuffer Our Saltpeeter- makers, and euerp of them, that are lawfully au⸗ 
thoꝛtzed to doe Our leruite, to haue ſuch grounds, cartages, and other helpes and aſſiſtance, as by 
Our Commiſſion is allowed vnto them, without any of their lets, hindzances, oz delaies. And 
whereas infoꝛmation is giuen by the Deputie Saltpeeter makers, and great complaint is made by 
them, that diners euill biſpoſed perſons, doe daily perſwade and dꝛaw their ſcruants, by gining 
them money cozruptly to ſpare their grounds, from being digged fo2 Daltpecter, and thereby doe 
not onely defraud our ſeruite, but hinder the Saltpeeter- makers, that they cannot perfoꝛme the 
pꝛopoꝛtion, which they are bound to deliuer into Our ſtoze; | 

We therefoze, hereby ſtraitly charge and command, vpon the penalttes afozeſaid, that no perſon, 
oꝛ perſons whatſocucr, vpon the patnes and penalties afozeſaid, ſhall cozruptly, directly, oz indi⸗ 
rectly gtue viito any perſons Whatſocucr, pꝛetending themlelues to be Saltpeeter-men, any monte 
to ſpare their grounds, as afoꝛeſaid. And that no ſuch Daltpeeter-man, o2 other perſon whatſocuer, 
(hall take any ſuch bꝛibes, vpon any pzetence to the ends afo:eſaid, | 

And foꝛ the moze better, and ſpeedy perfozmance of this Our ſeruice, Orr will and pleaſure is, 
That the Commiſſioners fo2 our Nante ſhall from time to time take notice of all ſuch complaints, 
as ſhall be bꝛought vnto them, touching any offence that ſhall bee tommitted contrary to this Pur 
— — And that the Commiſſtoners ſhall certifie the lame to Our Right cruſty and 

ight Welbeloued Cozenand Counſelloz Gcorge, Duke of Buckingham, Lozd high Admirall of Eng- 
land, and Our Night truſty and Welbeloued Counſelloꝛ George, Lozd Carew, Maſter of Dur Oꝛdi⸗ 
nance,to whole clpeciall truſt and care We haue tommitted the gouernment of this buſinefſe,by Our 
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Commiſſion vnder Our great Scale of England; And that they, oz either of them, all from time 

to time lend foꝛ all offenders co:nplaincd of, and caule the offenders complained ok, to be exammed by 
Our laid Commiſſioners of Our Name, and vpou their repoꝛt take fuch further o2der therein, by 
referring the offenders to be pꝛoſecuted in Pur Court of Starre-Chainber, oꝛotherwile, as to their 
wiledo nes (Hall leeme meet. 

And farther, Ve doe by theſe pꝛeſents will and require all and ſinguler Maioꝛs, Sherikkes, Juſti⸗ 
ces of Beace, Waphffes, Conſtables, Headbozoughs, and all other Dur Officers, and Pimſters 
whatloeuer, that they and euery of them, in their leuerall Offices, and places, be diligent and obler⸗ 
uantmthe duc execution ofthis Our Pꝛoclamation, and allo to be apding and alſiſting vnto ſuch per⸗ 
ſon and perſons and his and their Deputies as are oꝛ (hall beſo (as afoꝛelſaid) authouzed and appom⸗ 
ted, aſtoci! foꝛ diſroueryof any att oꝛ acts to be perfoꝛmed, contrary to the intent of theſe pꝛelents, 0: 
the tenoꝛ of One laid Conmillion under Dur great Scale, as other wile, in doing and exetuting ok a- 
ny matter dethmg, fo: the accompuſhing of this Hur Bopall tommandement. 

And further, Dur coul and pleaſurcts, And we doc herebptharge andtommand Our Attourncy 
general fo: the tune bengeto inkorme agaiuſt ſuch perſons in Our laid Court of Starre⸗Chamber, 
from time to tum, whole contempt and diſobedience againſt this Our Royall commandement, chan 
be certified vnto him, and to pꝛoletute euer y ſuch inkoꝛmation ſpeedily and effectuallp, vntul the lame 
ſhall be bꝛought to ſcnitence ; It being Our expꝛelle Will and plealure, that ſeuere puniſhment Walbe 
executed vpon all the laid offenders wiatſocuer, And, as Wee haue lignified Our pleaſure, how ſe⸗ 
ue rely We will puniſh fuch as (hall dfſobey this Dur Pꝛoclamation: So We let Our louing Subiects 
to know, that on the other ſide, Our carcs ſhall be as open to heare the iuſt complaints of any Our 
Subiects againſt any the Sait Peeter-makers. that ſhali any wap mil demeanethemſelues towards 
anp of Dur Subiccts in places where they wozke It being alwapes Our Pꝛintelp care to pꝛouide, 
that no abule be offered to any of Hur Subiects whatſoener. And Our plealare is, that ſuch per⸗ 
{on oꝛ perſons, who ſhall be appointed to take care and charge of the execution of Our pleaſure in the 
pꝛemiſſes, oꝛ any perſon oꝛ perſons, that (hall giue infoꝛmation therein, and follow the ſame, ſhall 
haue the one halfe of the Fine, to be inipoled vpon the offenders againſt this Our Pzoclamation, foꝛ 


cheir encouragement to be diligent and faithfull therein. 


Gwen at Our Palace of Weſtminſter, the ſixe and twentiæck day e 
two and twentieth yeere of Our Reignc of England, France, and Ireland, and of 


Scotland the eight and fitticth. 


God ſaue the King. 
77S 


« Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton and lohn Bill, 
Printers to the Kings moſt Excellent 


Maieſtie. 1624. 


